











10.

What We Know For Sure About Tongues

Tongues was the ability to speak in a language which one had never studied (1 Cor. 12:28).
It is only mentioned in Mk. 16:17-18; Acts 2:1-13; 10:44-48; 19:1-7; 1 Cor. 12-14; and
was only practiced in Jerusalem, Caesarea, Ephesus and Corinth, all major metropolitan
and multi cultural cities. It is one of the easiest gifts to imitate and, in fact, is found in
religions around the world from the most ancient times to the present.

Tongues appears to be human languages, not angelic (Acts 2:8—11; 1 Cor 14:10). Heterais
glossais was the normal Greek phrase for foreign languages. 1 Cor 13:1 is hyperbolic and
hypothetical. In other words, Paul is clearly exaggerating in this text to make a point. There
is no evidence that Paul ever spoke in a non-human language.

All Spiritual Gifts are for the building up of the body. This is true for tongues as well.
Thus, we can assume that Paul (and the Holy Spirit), intend for tongues to build up the
body (1 Cor 14:1-8 [14:14-16, even praying or singing in a tongue is clearly to be
interpreted for the benefit of the body]). Paul’s statement that tongues edify the individual
(1 Cor 14:4) is not meant as a compliment.

Not every believer should expect to speak in tongues (1 Cor. 12:7-11, 29-30). The
questions of vv. 29-30, in Greek are constructed so as to expect a negative answer.

We should not forbid the speaking in tongues; Paul would have liked all the Corinthians to
speak in tongues (1 Cor 14:5, 39).

Glossolalia is a lesser gift (1 Cor 12:27-30) which Paul said would pass away (1 Cor 13:8—
10).

Uninterpreted glossolalia contributed to confusion in the Corinthian church (1 Cor 14:6—
17, 23). Five understandable words were better than 10,000 words of glossolalia without
interpretation (14:19).

There are parameters to speaking in tongues (1 Cor 14:27-28): (a) 2-3 max in one service,
(b) must be interpreted, (¢c) must not be done all at once so as to create confusion.

Tongues is a sign for unbelievers (1 Cor 14:22, cf. Acts 2), but without prophecy (or clear
preaching), it will not lead unbelievers to repentance (1 Cor 14:22-25, cf. Acts 2). Verse 22
seems to contradict vv. 23-25. In light of the quotation from Isaiah 28:11-12, in which
Israel’s priests are compared to babbling drunkards, this can hardly be seen as a
commendation. It seems like a backhanded compliment: Although tongues are supposed to
be a sign for unbelievers, left uninterpreted, they only cause confusion outside the church
as well as in.

Tongues appear most during periods of revival, particularly in protest to rationalism, and
are most prominent among the poor and socially disenfranchised.
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Hearing the Voice of God

By Mark E. Moore

How can Christians hear the voice of God? Perhaps we ought to first ask how have Christians
heard the voice of God? The list accumulates fairly easily. While there is obvious overlap in some of the
items and perhaps other items that could be added or reworded, this list is enough to demonstrate that
God has spoken in many ways in the past:

1. Scripture and its interpretation 14. Numinous experiences Imago Dei: Reason,
2. The person and story of Jesus intuition, instinct etc.

3. Prophecy 15. Discipline/reconciliation

4. Dreams/visions 16. Visual arts

5. Audibly, “Word from the Lord” 17. Music

6. Prayer/answers 18. Liturgy

7. Fasting 19. Creeds

8. Life experiences and circumstances 20. Creation

9. Testimony of others 21. Natural Disasters

10. The testimony of history 22. Through the poor, outcast, ‘other’
11. Internal conviction or prompting 23. Family relationships

12. Guidance of the Holy Spirit 24. Mentors

13. Conscience 25. Elders

26. Sacraments
27. Spiritual Gifts

Given God’s manifold means of speaking, and his obvious desire to communicate with his
people, why are we having such a hard time hearing? The following chart, though artificial and awkward,
might suggest something valuable. These twenty-eight items will be placed in one of nine boxes. The
column on the left represents means of speaking that are the most objective. That is to say, God gives us
a specific content message, the kind of thing that can be reduced to writing. Those on the right
represent more experiential teaching, the kind of rules of life you learned in kindergarten. The column in
the middle contains those items that are somewhere in between. The top row represents ways of God
speaking that are the most individualistic whereas the row on the bottom contains means of
communication that take place corporately.
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Objective Somewhat Objective Experiential
Dreams/visions Prayer/ Answers Numinous experiences
Word from the Lord Fasting Life Experiences

® Holy Spirit conviction/guidance Failure
B
=§ Conscience Silence
Scripture Jesus Music | Poor, outcast, other
Visual Art History | Creation
Imago Dei Disasters | Testimony
Discipline/Reconciliation
Spiritual Gifts Mentors Family relationships
Discipline/Reconciliation Liturgy Testimony of others
Sacrament/Creeds Elders
iy
g Prophecy/Tongues/Interpre
S|t
5 |t
o

Because, in the modern Western world have privileged individualism and objectivity (a) we have
severely limited the means of hearing God’s voice and (b) distrusted those means that are in the box we
prize the most, i.e. dreams, visions, and a ‘word from the Lord.” Perhaps a reevaluation of multiplicity of
God'’s speaking would enable us to hear more what God is trying to say to us.

22




Rules for following the Holy Spirit (From Galatians 5 & Romans 8)

Basic Principles:

1.

3.

Live in freedom (Gal 5:1-4); accepting the grace of Jesus (Rom 8:1-4)

The two keys of the Christian life are faith and love (Gal 5:6)

We have a choice in who to obey, our flesh, or the Spirit and it is a lethal struggle (Gal
5:16-18). If you lose the battle you lose your salvation (Gal 5:19-21; Rom 8:6-9, 13). Thus
we must crucify the flesh (Gal 5:24; Rom 8:10)

The battle is in the mind — as you think, so you will live (Rom §:5)

Life in Christ is a gift we receive not a discipline we achieve (Rom 8:11, 15)

Practical steps:

1.

Walk in line with the Holy Spirit (practice the presence) (Gal 5:25; Rom 8:14); celebrate
your sonship (Rom 8:15-17), even your glory over creation (Rom 8:18-21). In other words,
discipline your mind to think about God and his past work in your life. THINK

Living for the flesh is antithetical to service and service may be the solution to living in the
flesh (Gal 5:13-15). SERVE

Be willing to suffer for Christ with an eye to our future inheritance (Rom 8:17-18, 22-25)
SUFFER

Don’t be conceited in your relationships (Gal 5:26; 6:3). Rebuke brothers gently while
watching yourself (Gal 6:1-5). BE HUMBLE.

Remember that certain individuals can hinder your growth (Gal 5:7-12). CHOOSE

Be generous with those that deserve it (Gal 6:6-8). Do good at every turn, especially to
fellow believers (Gal 6:9-10). GIVE

Rely on the Holy Spirit to help you in prayer (Rom 8:26-27); to work out difficult
situations (Rom 8:28-30); and to protect us in his love (Rom 8:31-39). TRUST
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