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as Sadie wanted to get her education so badly she was 
willing to learn a second language in order to go to 
school.

For fun, Dot enjoys movies, reading, and playing tennis, 
which she describes as just hitting the ball back and forth.  
Of course, she loves to travel, especially to tropical 
islands, and enjoyed a trip to Jamaica in January of this 
year. Dot and Tom also like colder climates and visited 
Alaska in 2009. 

When asked for the most impactful lesson God has taught 
her, Dot replied that it had to be about trusting and 
depending on Him in all areas of life.  Dot relates the 
story of going to the DR for Sadie’s graduation, a trip that 
she didn’t think was going to happen.  A personal trip was 
planned with graduation as a side trip and those plans fell 
through.  But as Dot continued to jump through some 
hoops to remake arrangements for flights, rental car, and a 
place to stay, all the pieces fell right together.  Although 
she doesn’t like to travel alone, Dot felt that God had 
opened the doors for her so she would just follow where 

He led.  Once there, it was clear that God brought some 
people into her path to help her find the way to the 
university, find the graduation ceremony, and eventually 
cross paths with Sadie, Debbie Vanderbeek, and other 
friends.  Dot knew that God had orchestrated the whole 
trip.

This is the lesson Dot would like to encourage her fellow 
GEMS with, too.  She says, “Trust in God!  I haven’t 
always done that to the extent that I should.  I see other 
people who may not be believers who will say something 
about believing in God.  And then look at what we have 
and we don’t trust in God?  We need to do better than 
that.  Really and truly, just trust in God.”  Dot goes on to 
encourage us to be mindful and watch for Satan because 
he is constantly busy and looking for ways to trip us up.  
When we see those things happening, we need to realize 
where they are coming from and pray for God’s help.  
Wise words from a wise woman!

-Holly Barrett

SISTER IN THE SPOTLIGHT, CON’T

Zucchini Chocolate Chip 
Cookies

¾ cup shortening
2 eggs
2 cups sugar
2 cups grated zucchini

Mix these up then add dry ingredients: 

3 ¾ cup flour
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp salt
1 bag chocolate chips (I add less than a bag)

350 degrees for 10-12 minutes

- submitted by Laura Slater

LIVING PROOF LIVE RECIPE CORNER

Mark your calendars now for 
Saturday, September 18, 2010 

for this year's ONE DAY 
Living Proof Live simulcast! 

Beth Moore will be speaking in Chicago and the 
entire event, including praise and worship with 
Travis Cottrell, will be broadcast live right into our 
own auditorium.  You don't want to miss this!

Tickets are $25, which includes lunch.  No 
childcare is available but nursing babies are 
welcome.  Tickets are now available in the foyer, 
can be purchased online or you can contact Kathy 
Bannister in the office or see Holly Barrett.  We 
look forward to seeing you there!
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GEMS Vision:  We will glorify God 
in Charlotte and beyond by bringing 
women to Christ, maturing them into 
a loving community of believers, and 
equipping them for service in the 
name of God.

GEMS Mission:  The GEMS 
Ministry will empower women by 
offering unique opportunities to:

• Grow spiritually through Bible 
study and prayer,

• Encourage one another in 
love,

• Minister to the needs of 
today's women, and 

• Share our lives across all 
generations and backgrounds.

4900 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28226

Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Class
Begins September 7

You are invited to join a new women’s Bible study starting Tuesday, September 7, at 10am.  We 
will be studying Breaking Free by Beth Moore.  This in-depth 
women’s Bible study draws parallels between the captive Israelites 
of the Old Testament and New Testament believers in Jesus as the 
Promised Messiah.  Beth looks at the Book of Isaiah through the 
lives of the kings who ruled during the prophet’s ministry.  These 
kings exemplify many of the obstacles to freedom with which we 
must deal.  Using Scripture to help identify spiritual strongholds in 
your life, no matter how big or small, Beth explains that anything 
that hinders us from the benefits of knowing God is bondage.

Class will begin at 10am each week in room 24.  We will watch a 
video, discuss homework questions in small groups and pray 
together.  Child care is available.  For more information, please 
contact Gretchen Dowdy or Sally Loftis.


